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Greetings Fellow Normalites and Friends, 
  
Congratulations  to Region IV Vice President, Mr. Albert Benifield, Houston Chapter President, 
Mr. Joe Arrington, the Houston Alumni Chapter members and the City of Houston for hosting the 
2012 Alabama A & M University Association’s Summer Conference. Thanks to our many 
sponsors who will make this conference a success.  
 
I would like to thank all of the conference facilitators for their time and contributions to this 
conference. We appreciate and value the sharing of your expertise with the conference attendees. 
We are very excited to hear from our luncheon speaker, Trustee Pro Tempore, Odysseus Lanier 
and our Banquet speaker Mr. Johnny C. Taylor, President and CEO of the Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund. 
 
The Alabama A & M University family is celebrating 137 years of excellence and this 
Association is celebrating 82 years of supporting our beloved Alma Mater. This conference will 
be remembered for helping us to re-focus and to re-energize support for Alabama A & M 
University.  
 
Personally, I would like to thank all national officers, committee chairpersons, chapter presidents 
and members of this Association for your support over the last four years. Thanks to the Trustees 
and Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Hugine for your unwavering support of this Association. Special thanks 
to Mrs. Sandra Stubbs and Mrs. Sibyl Moore of the Alumni Affairs office for supporting Alumni 
members across the nation. Congratulations to our newly elected officers and we offer you our 
support as you embark upon your new positions. 
 
I am sure that you will leave this conference with renewed inspiration to make this Association 
the best that it can be. 
 
“GO BULLDOGS” 
 
Robert Crenshaw
General President
Alabama A & M University Alumni Association, Inc.
www.aamualumni.org 
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ALABAMA A&M NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 

Mission 
The mission of the AAMU National Alumni Association, a 501c-3 non-profit organization, is to 
garner and galvanize support of Alabama A&M University in ways that are compatible with 
the objectives of the University.  Our intent is to ensure that Alabama A&M University 
remains a center of substance and excellence. 

 
2010-12 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
President                                        Robert Crenshaw  
Vice President                                Carol A. Watkins    
Recording-Secretary                     Crystal Goodman    
Financial Secretary                        Shelbia King     
Treasurer                                         Jerone Levy      

 
                           REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS 
 

Region I                                          Pamela D. Thompson  
Region II                                         Willie Mae Crittenden  
Region III                                        Annie J. White     
Region IV                                        Albert Benifield, Jr.    
Region V                                         Dr. Charles Cannon   
Region VI                                        Dr. SanYvette Williams-Foy 

 
                                                    MEMBERS AT LARGE 
 

Cynthia Boyce         Dr. Gesna Hughes Littlefield                                  
Bobby Hayden                      Marie Harris Player                                  
Elaine Chapman Epps                   Karen Epps  
Terrance G. Vickerstaff                                                                                    

              Executive Secretary                      Dr. Alease Sims 

              Director of Alumni Affairs           Sandra Stubbs                                                  
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Office of the President
P. O. Box 1357

Normal, Alabama  35762
(256) 372-5230 Office

(256) 372-5244 Fax
www.aamu.edu

June 14, 2012

Greetings!

On behalf of the students, faculty, staff and administration of the greatest
university on earth, I proudly extend warm greetings and best wishes
from “The Hill.” Throughout all of its 137 years, Alabama A&M
University has achieved phenomenal heights, thanks in large measure
to the valiant and tireless efforts of its alumni and the AAMU Alumni
Association, Incorporated.   As we observe another anniversary of this
noble Association, it is paramount that we reflect on the role our alumni
have played throughout history, from governmental relations to the
significant scholarship support of students from around the country.

Throughout the chronicles of AAMU and its alumni association, an enviable tradition of service to the
community and world has been sustained through education, meaningful research and supportive outreach
endeavors. While the path for state-supported higher education has been—and continues to be—capricious,
AAMU has nonetheless met all challenges and has prospered in spite of all the setbacks over the decades.
Thus, the theme for this occasion— “Facing the Future ... Together”—is undeniably appropriate.

Indeed, we are always mindful of the ceaseless role our alumni continue to play in expanding the legacy of
William Hooper Councill, actually living his vision and generously sharing it with prospective AAMU
students throughout the globe. We also thank our Normalites for devoting service beyond the call of duty
and for the numerous ways they ceaselessly give back.

Finally, as we celebrate this special anniversary, rest assured that AAMU’s future promises even bigger
and better things along the horizon.  Best wishes for a productive and enjoyable conference.

Sincerely,

Andrew Hugine, Jr., Ph.D.
President
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 Alabama 
  A&M 
UNIVERSITY 

 
      

 
June 14, 2012 

OFFICE OF ALUMNI AFFAIRS 
Sandra Silmon Stubbs, Director 

 
Greetings Normalites, 
 
Welcome to the National Alumni Association Conference.  Our theme this year is “Facing the 
Future…..Together”. I feel the optimal word is “together”.  With your help, we can have a 
wonderful future and reach our goals together. 
 
The conference will allow us time to look backwards and forward at our best practices across 
chapters and find ways to grow our current chapters and obtain new ones.   
 
The Office of Alumni Affairs congratulates Regional VP Albert Benifield, President Joe 
Arrington and the Houston Alumni Chapter for a job well done, as the host for the convention 
this year.  We also send congratulations to our AAMU National Alumni Association and the 
Conference Planning Team. 
 

The Office of Alumni Affairs seeks to keep alumni, friends and the community connected with 
the University by acting as a medium through which they may become involved by giving of 
their time, talents and financial resources.   
 
Again, hats off to the AAMU National Alumni Association and the Houston Alumni Chapter on 
another successful conference year. Thank you for your continued support to Alabama A&M 
University in all you do. 
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AAlabama A&M University 

Board of Trustees 

Dr. Andrew Hugine, University President  

 

Governor Robert Bentley, President of the Board of Trustees 

Mr. Odysseus M. Lanier, President Pro tempore 

Mr. Lucien B. Blankenship 

Dr. Chris I. Enyinda 

Mr. Norman D. Hill 

Mr. John Hudson 

Mr. James Montgomery, Sr. 

Ms. Chasidy Privett 

Mr. Chris Robinson 

Mr. Andre Taylor 

Ms. Velma Tribue  

Dr. Jerome Williams 

Mr. Brandon Gilmore, President SGA                                  
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Alabama A&M University  

Alumni Association 

2012 Conference Chair           

 
June 14, 2012 

Greetings Fellow Alumni and Friends! 

Welcome to the 2012 National Alumni Conference of the Alabama A&M University Alumni 
Association. It is indeed an honor to serve as your Chairperson for this year’s Conference. 

The Conference planning committee and the Houston Alumni Chapter have gone to great 
lengths to ensure that this National conference is very informative and enjoyable by bringing 
together three pillars of the University:  Students, Administrators and Alumni. To that we say 
“Thank You” for your unwavering support and hard work in the planning and development of 
this conference. For this was truly a team effort. 

Special Thanks go to the Conference Co-chairs Mr. Joe Arrington and Mrs. Faith Washington 
who provided the guidance and assistance in this endeavor to make this conference possible. 

I also want to thank all the attendees for taking time from their busy schedules to make this 
conference a success. For without you there would be no 2012 AAMU National Alumni 
Association Conference. My hope is that you take something from this conference that will not 
only renew your spirit and commitment to Alabama A&M University but also to the National 
Alumni Association and the Students of this GREAT University to assist in “Facing The Future 
….Together”.  

Sincerely, 

 

Albert Benifield, Jr. 
Conference Chair 
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Alabama A&M National Alumni 
Conference 2012  

Co-Chairs 

 

 

June 14, 2012 

 

Greetings Alumni & Supporters, 

Welcome to Houston, the energy capital of the world where you can expect the unexpected.  
It’s with great joy that we greet and thank you for participating in Conference 2012.    Our 
Houston Chapter members are available to assist you to help make your stay enjoyable.        

We are grateful to the Association President Robert Crenshaw and the Leadership Team 
who entrusted our Chapter to host this Conference.  Many thanks to our Chapter members, 
Greater Houston Convention Bureau, Westin Hotel Staff,  sponsors, volunteers  and other 
nameless individuals who assisted in planning this event.    

A robust program has been prepared to challenge us to develop solutions to address issues 
that our University, Chapters, Students and maybe on a personal level some of us face.   We 
know that if we put our collective minds and skills together, “we” can meet and exceed the 
challenges.  Moreover, we don’t have to do it along.  Hence, the conference theme of “Facing 
the Future Together“ indicates that we must remain connected .      

We hope this Conference will Refresh and Revive that “Bulldog Spirit” as you return to your 
chapters/communities where the real work occurs.   As you Reflect on the role  Alabama 
A&M University was in your development, we are indebted to past and future generations.   

Let’s remain focus and faithful on this journey ! 

 

Regards, 

JJoe L.  Arrington      Faith Washington-Cavil 

President Houston Chapter/Co-Chair   Co-Chair   
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CITY OF HOUSTON
Office of the Mayor 

Annise D. Parker 
Mayor 

P.O. Box  1562  
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 

Greetings,

As Mayor of Houston, I welcome all attending the Alabama A&M University (AAMU) 
National Alumni Associaton Conference. This remarkable event unites AAMU 
alumni and classmates to renew friendships and fondly recall memories made years 
ago.

We are proud that our great city is home to a vibrant AAMU alumni community, and I 
am pleased that you chose to visit Houston, a source of budding academians for all 
prestigious universities to recruit. Higher education is the key to our city and our nation’s 
prosperity.

I commend the AAMU alumni gathered here who promote the ideals and seek the 
progress of higher learning institutions such as Alabama A&M University. As the home 
of several distinguished universities, Houston values the role higher education plays in 
shaping our country’s future. 

Best wishes for a memorable event and continued success in your future endeavors. 

Sincerely,

Annise D. Parker 
Mayor
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Alumni Conference 2012 
Planning Team 

 

Robert Crenshaw  President National Alumni Association  

Carol Watkins   Vice President National Alumni Assoc.  

Crystal Goodman  Secretary National Alumni Association  

Sandra Stubbs   Director Alumni Affairs 

Albert Benifield  Regional Vice President, Region IV   

Joe Arrington   President Houston Alumni Chapter 

Faith Washington-Cavil Houston Alumni Chapter 

 

Sub-Committee Chairpersons 

Crystal Goodman  Communication & Promotions  

Lula Nelson   Hospitality  

Albert Benifield  Program 

LaToya Davenport  Registration  

Joe Arrington    Souvenir Booklet    
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Houston  

                                                        

  
H-Town Facts 

State Rank Largest city in Texas 
US Rank 4th largest city  
Government Mayor-Council (14) 
Population 2.1 million (2010) 
Metro Area Population 6  million (2010)  
Demographics Latino  44%;  African Americans  24%; Whites  24%;  Asian 6% 
Area size 602 sq miles (1,700 km) 
Avg summer temp 90° F 
School System HISD 7th largest in US (203K); 17 ISD’s  in city; 300 private  
Colleges/Universities 40+ that includes HBCU –Texas Southern University 
Major Industries Energy, technology, shipping,  medicine 
Fortune 500 rank   23 companies (2nd)+ 62 of the world's 100 non-US based corps. 
Largest employer Texas Medical Center (52K employees) 
5 Major League Sports Teams  Astros, Rockets, Texans, Dynamo & Aeros 
Points of interest Theatre district/museums, Galleria, NASA,  Rodeo, TBE 
Little known fact  World's largest concentration of healthcare and research inst. 
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The Normalites Creed 

As an Alumnus of Alabama A&M University, my first responsibility is to be informed about the 
progress of my Alma Mater at all times. I am to actively seek information and to clarify 
misinterpretations of the University wherever necessary. I hereby pledge to keep the University 
informed of my location. 

Secondly –  … 

To continue the education as begun at my Alma Mater through workshops, professional 
meetings, and special programs of the Alumni Association for the professional and personal 
development of its members. 

Thirdly - ….. 

To replace myself at my Alma Mater with the most promising students that I can influence.         
I will seek students who offer the greatest potential in academic, cultural, religious, and social 
development. I will keep the name of my Alma Mater before them throughout their preparatory 
years and help to assure that they articulate in accordance with existing university regulations. 

However diverse become my interests, I shall bear in mind these three responsibilities bind 
Normalites together the world over.  

              The University Hymn               

Words by J.F. Drake   Arranged by Henry Bradford, Jr. 

Alabama A&M,       

Rich in heritage divine 

Blest by the life of council brave 

Who gave his all that thou might shine 

(Chorus)     Chorus: 

      Alma mater, blest be thou name, 

                 Long live thou fame; long live thy fame!               

Many thou brave and loyal sons 

Sent from thou shrine on Noman’s Hill 

Filled with a zeal for tasks well done 

Anxious thy mandate to fulfill 

(Chorus) 

Long may you to bless the world 

For right and justice take a stand 

As from your rocky heights you view  

Your children’s work throughout the land. 
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Congratulations to 
2012 National Alumnae of the Year 

Mr. Thomas Taylor 
 

 Thomas Taylor, a native of Phoenix City, Alabama, is the youngest of seven born 
to Clifford and Inez Taylor. He is a 1983 graduate of Alabama A & M University, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in computer science with a minor in 
Military Science.  
 
One of the original founders of the Washington DC Metropolitan AAMU Alumni 
Chapter, Taylor is a life member of the AAMU Alumni Association and a strong 
supporter of Alabama A&M University. He is a past vice-president of the 
Washington DC Metropolitan Alumni Chapter, past national William Hooper 
Councill Service Award recipient, and chapter chair of several committees. 
Recently he chaired the chapter’s Endowment Committee. As a result of his 
leadership, the chapter raised $30,000 in 18 months which was matched with 
funds through the University’s Office of Advancement for a total chapter 
endowment of $60,000.  
 
Taylor is currently co-chairing the “Nu Epsilon Men of Omega” Endowment with 
AAMU, which he helped to establish. He is instrumental in identifying additional 
fund raising opportunities for the local chapter and is a member of the team 
responsible for establishing the Alabama Big 3 (Alabama A&M, Alabama State, 
and Tuskegee Universities) HBCU WMA Alumni Associations’ Annual activities: 
the Big 3 Gala and Picnic.  
 
Taylor has over 28 years of military and private industry experience. He started 
his career as a commissioned officer in the United States Army as a Second 
Lieutenant. He served in the Army at various locations until 1986. Within private 
industry, he discovered that in addition to his passion for his job in information 
technology, he has a passion for helping others to succeed. While working at 
Lockheed Martin, he has been active in recruiting, diversity activities, and 
employee mentoring.  
 
His affiliations include: life member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and the 
National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE). He was a Lockheed Martin 
President's Award winner, a 2005 Black Engineer Modern Day Technology 
Leadership Award recipient, and he was presented the Lockheed Martin 
Diversity Award in 2004 and 2008. 
 
Taylor is a strong personal financial contributor to the University. He has given 
generously to the AAMU Endowment Fund, Marching Maroon & White Band 
Uniforms, Bulldog Club supporter, 1875 Normalite Campaign, Councill Challenge 
Endowment, and Washington, DC Scholarship Fund. Taylor is married to Ouida 
Hampton-Taylor and lives in Gaithersburg, MD.  Taylor is the proud parent of 
one daughter, Kirsten James, and stepson, Marcus Hampton. 
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22012 Alumni Conference Schedule 
*Optional Event Not Included In Conference Registration 

 
Thursday, June 14      location 

 
11:00 am - 5:00 pm    AAMU Alumni Golf Outing*  Southwyck Golf Club    
                                                         Open Play, Tee-time 12:30 pm 

 
   3:00 pm - 7:00 pm    Registration   Oak Room    
 
  7:00pm -  8:00 pm     National Alumni Association  Oak Room 

    Board Meeting     
 

 8:00 pm                Meet & Greet Refreshments Regency Suite  
 

Friday, June 15      location 
                                             Support Vendors Until 5 pm   Oak Room 

 
  6:00 am - 7:00 am              Bulldog Fit Club                                      Hotel Gym                    
                                                                                                                            Galleria Walk  

 
  7:30 am - 8:15 am              Continental Breakfast                          Roof  
 
  8:30 am - 5:00 pm             Conference Registration                      Roof- Foyer 
        
  8:30 am - 8:40 am             Welcome                   Roof   
                                  Albert Benifield, Regional VP 
 
  8:40 am - 8:50 am            Conference Overview/Expectations                    
                                                    Joe Arrington, President Houston Chapter   

 
  8:50 am - 9:15 am           State of Alumni Association 
                                              Robert Crenshaw, National President 

           
9:15 am - 10:00 am           Roundtable Discussions With AAMU VP’s 

              - Brand & Reputation Management 
                Wendy Kobler, VP Marketing, Comm & Advancment 
             - University Fundraising Strategy 
                Archie Tucker, Director Development 
           

10:00 am-10:15am         -Break-  
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22012 Alumni Conference Schedule 
*Optional Event Not Included In Conference Registration 

 
Friday, 6/15-cont’d               location 
 
10:15 am -10:45 am    AAMU Foundation Overview/Update  
                                                        Allen Vital, VP University Foundation 

 
10:45 am - 11:30 am              College Organizational Structure/Programs  
                                                        Dr. Daniel Wims  
                                                       Provost & VP Academic Affairs  
 

       

12:00 pm -1:50 pm              Luncheon            Roof  
                  Speaker:  Mr. Odysseus Lanier 
                  President Pro Tempore 
                  AAMU Board of Trustees     
 
 Note:  Installation of 2012 Board Members 

 
2:00 pm - 2:30 pm             Roundtable Discussion/Q&A 
                                                    With Mr. Lanier 
                                               
2:30 pm - 2:45 pm             -Break- 
  
2:45 pm - 3:30 pm              National Alumni Assoc. Benchmark - View from Others 
                                                  - Veronica Johnson, National Business Manager  
                                                   Grambling State University National Alumni Assoc. 
                                                 - Dennis Brown, National President 
                                                   Southern University National Alumni Assoc. 

 
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm             Breakout Groups (Participate in One) 

 Alumni Recruitment & Retention 
 Leveraging Technology & Social Media 
 Role of Alumni Assoc- Strategy, Goals, Programs 
 Alumni Assoc. Benchmark/Metrics 

(Meeting Rooms TBA) 
 

4:30 pm- 5:00 pm        Ice Cream Social           Oak Room 
 

5:00 pm- 5:30 pm       Council of Chapter Presidents         Roof 
 
6:30 pm- 10:00 pm         Local Events (Options TBA)*  
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22012 Alumni Conference Schedule 
**Optional Event Not Included In Conference Registration 

                                         
Saturday, June 16       location 

   Support Vendors Until 1pm                 Oak Room  
 

6:00 am                           Bulldog Fit Club                  Hotel Gym          
                                                                                                                                          Galleria Walk 
 
  7:00 am - 8:30 am                          Breakfast on your own 

 
  8:30 am - 9:00 am                          Day 1 Recap & Day 2 Overview             Roof 

          Sandra Stubbs 
          Director Alumni Affairs  
          The Students Speak- SGA Reps & Miss AAMU 

 
  8:45 am - 9:30 am                          Round Table Discussion 
                                                                - Brian Hicks, Athletic Director  
                                                                - Dr. Andrew Hugine, President AAMU  
     
   9:30 am - 9:45 am                            -Break- 
 
  9:45 am  - 11:00 am                     Breakout Groups Meeting 
 
11:00 am - 11:30 am                     Breakout Groups Report  
                                                  8 min readout by each group with action assigned teams  

   
11:30 am -11:50 am                     Next Steps/Response  
                                                             Robert Crenshaw, President 
                                                             John Hackett, President-Elect  
      
11:50 am - 12 Noon         Closing Remarks 
        
    Noon      -  5:00 pm                    Enjoy Houston on Your Own* 
                                                            -Note: Optional Network Lunch @ 1:30 pm (TBA)* 
                                                                                                           

6:00 pm - 12 midnight      Cocktail Hour & Banquet Dinner     Roof 
       Keynote Speaker:  Mr. Johnny C. Taylor   
                      President & CEO Thurgood Marshall Fund 

Sunday, 6/17    
  9:00 am- 10:30 am      Board Members Transition Workshop     Directors CR 
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LUNCHEON PROGRAMME 
Mrs. Carol Watkins, Mistress of Ceremonies  

 
 
 
Welcome                            Mrs. Faith Washington-Cavil ‘97 
              Houston Alumni Chapter 
 
Recognition of Dais      Mr. Albert Benifield, Jr. ‘78 
        Regional Vice President, Region IV 
 
Invocation              Ms. Karen Rena Epps ‘82 
                                                     Member-at-Large 
               National Alumni Association, Inc. 
  
             
                                        -LUNCH SERVED- 
  
 
Introduction of Speaker           Mrs. Andrea Weston ‘78 
                                              Vice President 
                                                      Houston Alumni Chapter 
       
Keynote Speaker     Mr. Odysseus Lanier ‘77 
        President Pro Tempore  
        AAMU Board of Trustees 
 
Special Recognitions             Mr. Robert Crenshaw ‘69 
        President, National Alumni 
        Association, Inc. 
 
 

 
~ Installation of Officers ~ 

 
~ Announcements ~  
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Mr. Odysseus M. Lanier  

AAMU President Pro Tempore 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumnus and Trustee Odysseus Lanier has led the board of 
trustees since October 2010. He is one of the four founding 
partners of McConnell Jones Lanier & Murphy LLP (MJLM) and 
leads the firm’s Federal Services Group, with primary 
responsibility for MJLM’s Engineering & Technical Services 
Division located in Huntsville, Ala., with over 90 employees. 
With over 180 full-time employees firm-wide, MJLM is the third 
largest African American-owned accounting and consulting firm 
in the United States, the largest African American-owned 
accounting and consulting firm in the southern and 
southwestern United States, and the 19th largest public 
accounting firm in Houston, Tex., as reported by the Houston 
Business Journal’s 2010 Book of Lists.  
 
Lanier is a certified public accountant (CPA) and has amassed 
more than three decades of professional experience. In addition 
to working with federal, state and local agencies, Lanier lists 
among his numerous specialties the provision of assistance to 
colleges and universities, school districts, and municipalities by 
providing expert consultation in governance, strategic planning, 
business process improvement, procurement strategies, and 
financial management. He also leads MJLM’s business process 
outsourcing and co-sourcing initiatives, including large-scale 
administrative, financial, engineering and management support 
services contracts, as well as internal audit co-sourcing and 
outsourcing projects. 
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Banquet Programme 
Mr. Joe Arrington ‘77, Master of Ceremonies  

 
 
Greetings     Mr. Joe Arrington ‘77 
      President, Houston Alumni Chapter 
 
Recognitions               Mr. Albert Benifield, Jr. ‘78 
      Regional Vice President, Region IV 
 
Invocation                                   Mr. John Hackett ‘65   
                                                     President-Elect, National Alumni 
                                                     Association, Inc. 
 
 

         -DINNER SERVED- 
                               Musical Entertainment  
 
 
Introduction of Speaker  Mr. Robert Crenshaw ‘69 
      President, National Alumni 
      Association, Inc. 
 
Keynote Speaker   Mr. Johnny Taylor 

President & CEO 
Thurgood Marshall Fund 

 
Special Recognitions   Mr. Robert Crenshaw ‘69 
      President, National Alumni 
      Association, Inc. 
 
Closing Remarks   Dr. Andrew Hugine, Jr. 

President, Alabama A&M University 
 
Mr. Albert Benifield, Jr. ‘78 

      Regional Vice President, Region IV 
 
Mr. Robert Crenshaw ‘69 

      President, National Alumni 
      Association, Inc. 
 
 

-Dancing- 
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Johnny C. Taylor, Jr.
President & CEO

Recently named one of  the “Power 100” by Ebony Magazine 

47 public

agency.

www.thurgoodmarshallcollegefund.org



2012 National Alumni Conference
Alabama A&M University

22

 

Mr. Bryan Hicks 
Alabama A&M University 

Athletic Director 
 

  

 

 

Bryan Hicks assumed his duties as Alabama A&M AD June 3, 2012.  A 
native of Huntsville, Ala., AD Hicks attended Tuskegee University and 
played on the basketball and baseball teams. He received his bachelor 
degree in Marketing from Alabama A&M University in 1992 and went 
on to receive his Masters in Public Administration (MPA) degree from 
Portland State in 1996.  

He comes to A&M after serving as associate athletic director for 
student development at Missouri State University.  AD Hicks also 
served on the University's Commission on Diversity and Racial 
Equality, the Director's Council for University Wide Advising and 
coordinated U of L's Student-Athletes of Color Combining Opportunity 
and Responsibility for Excellence. 

AD Hicks spent 13 years at the University of Louisville, including five 
as assistant athletic director for academics, overseeing the academic 
responsibilities for the Cardinal football team and stadium computer 
lab.  Prior to his Louisville assignment, he worked at Warner Pacific 
College in Portland, Ore. 

Hicks and his wife, Kellie, are the parents of two daughters, Hailey and 
Sydney, and one son, Garrett. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
and 

 

BULLDOG SUCCESS! 
 

To the 
 

Houston Alumni Chapter 
 

During the 
 

2012 National AAMU Alumni Conference 
Galleria Westin Oaks Hotel 

Houston, Texas 
 

 
Go Bulldogs! 

 
 
 

Sandra S. Stubbs ’87, Director of Alumni Affairs 
Sibyl E. C. Moore ’82, Alumni Affairs Assistant 

256-372-5287 Office 
256-372-8351 Office 
256-372-5214 Fax 

alumniaffairs@bulldogs.aamu.edu 
 
 

Don’t Forget To GIVE!  Go To:  www.aamu.edu and click on GIVE NOW! 
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Houston Alumni Chapter  

Welcomes  
ALABAMA A&M ALUMNI  

 CONFERENCE 2012 

 

Visit us @ aamuhoustonalumni.com 
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Dr. J. Kenyatta Cavil, 
Lecturer, President, & CEO 
THG Agency, LLC 
www.thg-agency.com  

 
 

Listen to HBCU Sport Business Analyst, Dr. Cavil’s The Business of Sport: It 
Just Makes Dollar$ and $en$e! and Dr. Cavil’s HBCU Football, Men’s and 
Women’s Basketball Top 10 Weekly Polls on the following media outlets:  
  
*'Jaguar Journal' hosted by Carlos Brown 
 -Every Saturday during the Football & Basketball season on a segment at 
9:15am (The show is from 8-10am) called the "HBCU Sports Report" Baton 
Rouge, La. 104.5 FM ESPN. (Highlights a wrap-up of last weekend games and 
key weekend match-ups)  - The link http://1045espn.com/  
  
*'Sports Rap' hosted by Ralph Cooper  
-Every Monday and Thursday during the Football & Basketball season on a 
segment at 6:15pm (The show is from 5-7pm) called the "Black College Sports 
Report" Houston, KCOH RADIO 1430AM.  (Provides a detail assessment of the 
HBCU Football & Basketball weekend with both the Major Division Poll NCAA 
Division I and Mid-Major Division {NCAA Division II, NAIA Division I and NAIA 
Division II} Top 10 polls as well as on Thursday, highlighting key weekend 
match-ups and outcomes of the previous weekend games)   
- The link http://www.kcohradio.com/home/default.asp 
  
*'Tigers Pregame Report' hosted by Larry “ChatterBox” Hale  
 -Every weekend taped prior to kickoff/tipoff to the Texas Southern University 
Football & Basketball games (30 minutes before scheduled start) called the 
"Dr. Cavil’s HBCU Major Division Football & Basketball Top 10 Poll" 
Houston, KTSU RADIO 90.9 FM. (Analyzes key SWAC weekend match-ups and 
provides predictions for games and potential upsets)  - The link http://ktsufm.org/ 
  
A guest sports analyst (statistics) on the "Grid Iron 360" for NFL retired players 
Sammy Davis, Ben Cavil, and Cornelius Anthony, talking sports, broadcast on 
HCC-TV sports television show, - The link http://sites.hccs.edu/hcctv/ 
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“Integrity Backed By Experience” 

Ants 
Roaches 
Fleas 
Bees 
Mice 
Termites 
…and any other 

pest that need to be 
put under ARREST! 

Termite Inspections 
Termite Treatments 
WDI Reports 
Residential 
Commercial 

Specializing in the 
removal of….. 

281-580-5618 
www.arrestapestinc.net 

Services include….. 

Serving Greater Houston and Surrounding Areas  

Checks and Credit Cards Welcome 

Call today to make an appointment!! 

Congratulations  Arrington’s  
Best Wishes For Success Conference  
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Congratulations Joe Arrington 

Appreciate Your Business  

20 yr Customer 
AAMU Alumni  

Enjoy Houston 
 

Not sure if you have the insurance coverage you need?  
You're not alone…. I can help. 

 

Harold Kinnard 

7500 San Felipe St Ste 480 
Houston, TX 77063 

P: (713) 780-4848 
F: (713) 780-1011 

haroldkinnard@allstate.com 
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In Loving Memory  
of  

 

Richard L. English ’99 
& 

Terraina “Niki” Jones ‘99 
Parents: Robert & Georgia Cannon English ’70  

                                         George & Annette-Jones 
 
 

English & Smith Family 
AAMU Legacy 

 

 
           Earnestine Cannon ’68 

-Alvin Barnes, Jr. 
           -Robert English, Jr. & Eleanor Cannon Barnes 
 
           Prince & Judy Cannon Smith ’67             Ursula Smith ‘75 
           - Anthony & Sonya Smith-Watson ’94  James Smith ‘80 
           - Eric Smith 
 
           Kent & Kema Sullivan Smith ’90             Derrick Weddle ‘90 
           Dorris & Anita Smith ’99    Gregory & Mildred Smith ‘95 
           Yawna Jones ’99     Tracy Cannon 
           Lunceford & Ann Smith    Wanda Smith 
           Allen Brackins 

 
It’s a Family Tradition! 
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Best Wishes for a Successful  
National Alumni Conference 

 

From the Louisville Chapter of  
the AAMU Alumni Association  

Rey Mcalpin, President 

GGreetings From the Derby City 

Striving to maintain  William Hooper Councill’s Dream  as supporters of  
our Alumni Association,  our students,  our Bulldogs, and   

our beloved Alma Mater 
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   Greetings from 

Alabama A&M University – Greater Indianapolis Area Chapter 
      Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

                

        ‘Celebrating 20 Years’ 



2012 National Alumni Conference
Alabama A&M University

32

 

 

The Greater 

Birmingham Area  

Chapter  

Of  

Alabama A&M 

University 

Alumni Association  

Salutes the  

2012 National Alumni 

Conference 

June 14-16, 2012 
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OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC 
XI OMICRON CHAPTER 

HUNTSVILLE, AL 
 

 

 

 

 



2012 National Alumni Conference
Alabama A&M University

35

 

AAlpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  

Delta Gamma Chapter   

“The Fractious 14” - March 1977 

35th Anniversary YR. 

  

under the leadership of  

Brother Joe Arrington 

Congratulations & Have a Great Conference 
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HUNTSVILLE-MADISON COUNTY CHAPTER  
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Post Office Box 568 
Normal, Alabama  35762 

 
 

 
 

Officers 2012-2014 
 

L-R Pamela D. Thompson’80, President: Clarene Teague-Johnson ’69, Vice President: 
Bobbie McGhee ’94, Secretary: Regina Sullivan ‘93, Treasurer 

 
Alabama A&M University National Alumni Conference 

June 14-16, 2012 
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 A LU M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N  

G E T  I N VO LV E D,  A C C E P T  T H E  C H A L L E N G E …  

FA M I LY   

C O M M U N I T Y  

Become Committed and Dedicated to: 

S E RV E ,  B U I L D  a n d  G I V E    

 Timothy C. McCanelley, National Executive Board 
                                                         MEMBER AT LARGE 
                                                                             Class of 1982 

U N I V E R S I T Y  

A LU M N I  
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Supports 

The National Alumni Association       
Officers, Executive Board and Members 
 

Timothy C. McCanelley,  
HOF,  Vice  Chairman 

Inducted 2009-Footbal l  
 

“BULLDOGS  FOR  LIFE”  

 

I am a "Bulldog" 

I am proud to be a "Bulldog” 

We are a family that can depend on each 
other 

I will respect my school, 

My teammates, 

My coaches and myself 

This team is as solid as I am 

“BULLDOG CREED” 
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 DOES YOUR CHAPTER CURRENTLY HAVE A WEBSITE? 
 ARE YOU EFFECTIVELY INFORMING YOUR CHAPTER OF EVENTS? 
 DO YOU HAVE TIME TO UPDATE YOUR CHAPTER WEBSITE? 

IF YOU ANSWERED NO TO THE QUESTIONS ABOVE 
YOU NEED TO CALL OR VISIT: 

256-258-9401 
WWW.SIMPLYDIVINEDEVELOPMENT.COM 

Terrence Kirksey – President  
(AAMU Class of 1997 & AAMU Alumni Association Member) 

SIMPLY DIVINE DEVELOPMENT, INCORPORATED 
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CCongratulations Nana and PaPa  

See You In July 

From  

Arrington’s Grandkids 

 

 

Go Bulldogs ! 

Have a Fun Alumni Conference 
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Best Wishes for a Successful  
National Alumni Conference  

 
 

 
 
 

Talladega County Area  
AAMU Alumni Chapter 

Officers 
 

               President ………………. Dorothy Brice          Business Manager………  John Stamps, Jr. 
               Vice President …………  Horace Sims          Chaplain…………………. Lila Grayson  
               Treasurer ……………… David McGhee          Reporter…………………. Mary R. McGhee 
                Financial Secretary…… Lenora Orr                          Parliamentarian………… David McGhee 
                Recording Secretary …. Shirley V. Nix 
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PASADENA CHAPTER 
ALABAMA A&M UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. 

SENDS 

BEST WISHES 
TO THE 

AAMU National Alumni Association 
For a successful 

2012 National Alumni Conference 
 

2011-2012 
OFFICERS 

 
President……………………..Mr. Aaron Goodson   Treasurer…………….. Mr. Aaron Goodson 
Vice President………………..Ms. Edna Mason    Historian………………Ms. Edna Mason 
Recording secretary………….Mrs. Anne Taylor   Business Manager…… Mr. Philip Falese 
Corresponding Secretary……Ms. Elizabeth Russell   Chaplain………………Mrs. Ruthie Williams 
Parliamentarian……………...Mrs. Yvonne Collins 
   

Monthly Meeting Every Fourth Saturday 
At the Homes of Chapter Members 

2:00-4:00 P.M. 
 

Contact Person: Mr. Aaron Goodson (323) 291.3131 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Martin Luther King Breakfast……………………………………………Third Monday in January 
Founder’s Week Celebration (Alabama A&M University Campus)……………First week in May 
Casino Trip……………………………………………………………………………………Annually 
IAC Summer HBCU Picnic………………………………………………...First Saturday in August 
 

“A mind is a terrible thing to waste” 
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GGreetings from the 
Montgomery Area Chapter 

Montgomery, Alabama 

GO BULLDOGS! 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
to the National Alumni Association  

and Houston Chapter for hosting our  

2012 NATIONAL ALUMNI CONFERENCE  
from 

 

Metro Atlanta Alumni Chapter 
 
 

JOIN US FOR GOLFING IN JULY!!! 
 

GOLF TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION  
through Wednesday, July 18, 2012  

 
 

 

GOLF TOURNAMENT  
Monday, July 23, 2012  

Southland Golf Course – Stone Mountain, GA  
 

 
 

HOLE SPONSORSHIPS $100  
Visit www.aamuatl.org for complete golf tournament and sponsorship details. 

Mail completed registration form and payment to: Metro Atlanta Alumni Chapter – AAMU 
Attn: Kevin Tolbert P.O. Box 98097 Atlanta, GA 30359-8097 

 
For more information contact: 

President, Trina Tolliver Nkhazi at 678-852-5406 or tnkhazi02@bellsouth.net  
Golf Tournament Chair & Treasurer, Kevin Tolbert at (770) 653-7029 or mtolbert1986@gmail.com 

 
 

 
                                                                          

Congratulations to Metro Atlanta Alumni Chapter members  
on their newly elected national board p.  

 
Stephanie S. Wilson, Financial Secretary 
Bivian Woody, Region II Vice President 

Shelbia N. King, Member at Large  
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CCongratulations to AAMU Houston Chapter for hosting the                              
Alabama A&M University National Alumni Association 2012 Conference 

You are cordially invited to attend the regular meeting of the Dallas/Ft Worth            
Chapter of the Alabama A&M University National Alumni Associations, Inc. on          
the 3rd Saturday of every other month at 11:00 AM.  For more information about the 
Dallas/Ft Worth Chapter, please contact Anita Ballard-Murrell @ email address: 

dfwaamu@yahoo.com 

Dallas/Fort Worth Chapter 
Officers 2011 – 2013 

 
President       Anita Ballard-Murrell 
Vice President      Vacant 
Secretary       Tamara Gulley 
Assistant Secretary      Karen Ratcliff-Morgan 
Treasurer       Eddie Jackson 
Chaplain       Pamela Miller 
Parliamentarian      Curtis Hall 
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Jackson State University 
National Alumni Association, Inc. 

Houston Area Alumni Chapter 
P.O. Box 131913 

Houston, TX  77219-1913 
www.jsuhoustonalumni.org 

                         
Houston HBCU Alumni Organization 

18 Members HBCU’s With a Purpose  

Congratulations AAMU Houston Alumni Chapter  

                            

                             

                 

www.houstonhbcualumni.org 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes 
 

   AAMU National Alumni Association 
 
        For a Successful and Informative 

2012 National Alumni Conference 
                Houston Host Chapter 
 
       "Conduct is creed in action." 
   AAMU Alumni Mobile, AL Chapter 
 
         Edna Henry Rivers, President 
 

                  
 

Congratulations & Best Wishes 

on a Successful 

2012 AAMU National Alumni Conference 

From the TRIO 

Ronnie “Blister” Lanier, Melvin “Bear” Matthews 
& 

George “Cain” Chastang 
       
                  
Nu Epsilon Chapter (Spring 1977) 

     Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
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1223 Antoine Dr. 
Houston, TX  77055 

713.464.5656  
Fax: 832.615.0811 
Cell: 281.813.4720 

Vee 

Realtor
Moving To Houston 
Let me help you with our needs 
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Alabama A&M University Alumni Association 

           
   
June 14, 2012 
         

 
Greetings My Fellow Alumni and Friends: 
 
I am extremely grateful, humbled and honored to have received so much support for the position of 
President of our great association.  I can only say thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for your 
words of kindness, encouragement and for the many who have offered their support of this new 
administration.  
 
As I said during the election process, I am dedicated to promoting the Mission Statement of the 
Alabama A&M University Alumni Association, Inc. I believe in the importance of our great 
institution and will do all within my power to foster its goals and objectives. This task will only be 
accomplished through the cooperation of each of us, through our local chapters in each region and 
through our financial support. I will seek to lead in an atmosphere of honesty, openness and trust. I 
believe in team work and will respect the opinions of officers, alumni and friends of the institution in 
our efforts to expand its mission and in preserving the University’s history and values for future 
generations.  
 
While here in Houston, I hope to meet as many of you as possible. I look forward to hearing from you 
in the near future and if you are asked to serve on any committees or lead any activities, I certainly 
hope that you will give the request your sincere consideration and, you answer, yes. 
 
To our outgoing administration, thank you for your leadership and for all the work that you have 
done on behalf of our great alma mater.  Your conference committee has put in place an exceptional 
agenda for this week and I am certain that we will all leave Houston with a renewed A&M spirit.       
 
To our new team of officers, I look forward to working with each of you. Let’s start this year 
challenging ourselves to give this our very best efforts.  
 
Thank you in advance and God bless each of you is my prayer. 
 
 
JJohn Hackett, Jr.  `65 
President Elect, Alabama A&M University National Alumni Association     
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ALABAMA A&M NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 

2012-2014 OFFICERS 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT                                  John Hackett, Jr.    
 

VICE PRESIDENT                        Bobby Hayden    
 

RECORDING-SECRETARY       Mary McGhee    
 

FINANCIAL-SECRETARY          Stephanie S. Wilson   
 

TREASURER                                  Joe Arrington    
 
                                   REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS 
 

Region I                                         Pamela D. Thompson   
 

Region II                                       Bivian Woody  
 
Region III                                     Annie J. White     
 
Region IV                                     Albert Benifield, Jr.    
 
Region V                                       Keisha N. McDaniels   
 
Region VI                                     Karen Epps 

 
                                    MEMBERS AT LARGE 
 

Bobbie J. Nix McGhee          Leticia Drakeford                                

Clarene Teague Johnson               SanYvette Williams-Foy                   

   Jerome Morgan, Jr.                          Shelbia N. King                                      

                                                       Timothy McCanelley 
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Thank You! 

From the 

Houston Alumni Chapter

Alabama A&M University Alumni Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 421702   

Houston, TX 77242-1702

2012 - 2014 Officers

President ……………………………………..….Albert Benifield Jr.  *

Vice President ……………………………….…. LaToya L. Davenport

Recording Secretary ……………………………Judy C. Smith *

Treasurer ……………………………………….…Faith Washington

Chaplain ……………………………………….... Eddie R. Carter

Tiffany Armstrong * Jenifer Arrington Joe Arrington *
Annie Johnson Benifield * Jerome Bradford Roshawnda Carter
Mike Evans Annette B. Gonzalez Charles E. Johnson
Sharon D. Langford-Jones Garlon Jordan * Odysseus Lanier *
Lula B. Nelson Mark E. Nelson Michael E. Nelson
Vesta Pears Freddie Richards Rhoda S. Richards
Marcus Turner Elizabeth Turner Sonya Smith Watson
Andrea L. Weston Felix Weston

•Life Member
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Special Thanks to  

Sponsors & Supporters 

  

  

      

WWILSON   


